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This study examines the role of archaeological tourism and cultural heritage
in promoting sustainable development in the city of Mosul, with particular focus

on the UNESCO-led Reviving the Spirit of Mosul project implemented in the
post-conflict period. The research adopts a theoretical framework to analyze the
interrelationship between cultural heritage, archaeological tourism, and
sustainable development, and to assess their impact on the local economy and
the well-being of the local population. To obtain empirical data, the study
employed semi-structured interviews with local residents and project officials
in order to explore their perspectives on the effects of reconstruction on tourism
activity, economic performance, employment opportunities, and the city’s
cultural identity.
The findings indicate that heritage-based initiatives have contributed to
revitalizing local economic activities, generating employment opportunities,
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Mosul Old City and improving Mosul’s international image, while simultaneously reinforcing
cultural heritage and fostering a sense of belonging among residents. The
interviews further emphasized the crucial role of community participation in

Correspondence: ensuring the long-term sustainability of such initiatives. The study concludes

ngée?nr' :I‘i'aaAbd“"ah that integrating archaeological tourism within sustainable development

strategies—supported by active local involvement—enhances the effectiveness
of heritage investment and contributes to positioning Mosul as an attractive and
sustainable long-term tourist destination.
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1. Research Definition

1.2 Introduction and Significance of the Study

Archaeological tourism is regarded as one of the most important pillars of sustainable
development in cities endowed with a rich civilizational heritage, as it contributes to
stimulating the local economy through increased tourist flows and encouraging investment in
service sectors such as restaurants, hotels, and transportation (Hassan, 2021, p. 44). The city of
Mosul stands out as a historically significant urban center rich in archaeological and religious
sites dating back to multiple civilizations. However, during recent conflicts, the city suffered
extensive destruction of its heritage landmarks, most notably the Great al-Nuri Mosque and the
al-Hadba’ Minaret, in addition to churches and traditional houses (UNESCO, 2020, p. 7).

Within this context, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) launched the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul initiative in 2018. This
initiative included projects aimed at restoring major historical landmarks such as the al-Nuri
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Mosque, al-Tahera Church, and the Clock Church, as well as rehabilitating 124 heritage houses
and 31 schools (UNESCO, 2021, p. 12). These efforts demonstrate that the protection of
cultural heritage extends beyond mere architectural restoration and represents an effective tool
for enhancing economic, social, environmental, and cultural development within the
framework of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (UNESCO, 2022, p. 19). Accordingly,
this study seeks to examine the relationship between UNESCO’s reconstruction projects in
Mosul and their direct impact on archaeological tourism and sustainable development by
analyzing both the theoretical and practical dimensions of these initiatives.

1.3 Research Problem

Despite Mosul’s significant historical and cultural importance, armed conflicts resulted
in the destruction of a large proportion of its heritage sites, which negatively affected the
archaeological tourism sector and led to a decline in associated economic activities, including
hotels, restaurants, and local markets (UNESCO, 2020, p. 14). Although UNESCO intervened
through the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul initiative, academic studies examining the impact of
these projects on sustainable development remain limited, particularly with regard to linking
cultural heritage to the local economy (UNESCO, 2021, p. 18).

Accordingly, the research problem centers on identifying the role of UNESCO’s
projects in Mosul in enhancing archaeological tourism and achieving sustainable development.

1.4 Research Objectives

1. To analyze the current state of archaeological tourism in Mosul following the
destruction inflicted on the city and its impact on the local economy.

2. To examine the role of UNESCO in restoring archaeological sites and its contribution
to revitalizing tourism.

3. To identify the impact of UNESCO’s projects on sustainable development across its
economic, social, cultural, and environmental dimensions.

4. To link archaeological tourism with supporting economic activities such as restaurants,
hotels, and markets, and to assess their role in increasing individual income levels and
improving living standards.

1.5 Research Hypotheses
The study is based on the following hypotheses:

1. UNESCO’s restoration projects in Mosul have directly contributed to the revitalization
of archaeological tourism.

2. These projects have had a positive economic impact by increasing demand for tourism-
related services, particularly in the restaurant, hotel, and local transportation sectors.

3. UNESCO?’s efforts in Mosul have extended beyond physical reconstruction to include
social development through the provision of employment opportunities and vocational
training for local residents.

4. Preserving cultural heritage through UNESCO initiatives enhances the city’s cultural
identity and supports the cultural and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development.
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. The relationship between archaeological tourism and sustainable development in Mosul
is complementary, whereby successful reconstruction projects lead to improved living
standards and increased individual income.

1.6 Research Terminology

. Archaeological Tourism:

A form of cultural tourism that focuses on visiting historical sites and ancient
monuments for the purpose of understanding human heritage and past civilizations
(Hassan, 2021, p. 22).

Cultural Heritage:

Includes tangible heritage such as sites, monuments, and architectural structures, as
well as intangible practices and traditions that reflect the identity of societies
(UNESCO, 2022, p. 15).

. Sustainable Development:

A developmental process that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, achieved through balancing
economic, social, and environmental dimensions (United Nations, 2015, p. 41).
Reviving the Spirit of Mosul:

An initiative launched by UNESCO in 2018 aimed at reconstructing cultural and
educational heritage in Mosul, including the restoration of the al-Nuri Mosque, city
churches, heritage houses, and schools (UNESCO, 2021, p. 10).

Cultural Reconstruction:

An approach concerned with rebuilding and conserving heritage buildings and sites
after destruction, with the objective of preserving cultural identity and strengthening
social cohesion (UNESCO, 2020, p. 8).

2. Theoretical Framework and Previous Studies
2.1 Theoretical Framework

2.1.1 UNESCO and Its Role in Mosul
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is

one of the most prominent specialized international agencies, established in 1945 with the aim
of promoting international cooperation in the fields of education, science, culture, and
communication. Its core mission centers on the protection of tangible and intangible world
heritage, in addition to fostering cultural dialogue and sustainable peace (UNESCO, 2020, p.

In the Iragi context, UNESCO assumed a pivotal role following the liberation of Mosul

in 2017, when it launched the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul initiative in 2018. This initiative
focused on three main objectives:
1. The reconstruction of heritage and religious sites such as the Great al-Nuri Mosque, the

al-Hadba’ Minaret, and al-Tahera Church.

2. The revitalization of cultural and educational life through support for universities and

libraries.
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3. The empowerment of youth and women to participate in reconstruction efforts and
promote social reconciliation (UNESCO, 2021, p. 5).
This role reflects UNESCQ’s approach to viewing cultural heritage not only as a means
of preserving identity, but also as a fundamental factor in achieving sustainable development
and social peace in post-conflict regions (Fakhry, 2022, p. 41).

2.1.2 Cultural Reconstruction

The concept of cultural reconstruction refers to efforts aimed at repairing and rebuilding
tangible and intangible cultural heritage that has been destroyed or damaged as a result of wars,
natural disasters, or neglect. This concept extends beyond architectural restoration to
encompass the revitalization of identity and collective memory within societies (Ashworth,
2011, p. 34).

Cultural reconstruction is based on three principal dimensions:

1. The material dimension, which includes the restoration of historic buildings,
archaeological sites, libraries, and museums.

2. The social dimension, which focuses on strengthening social reconciliation through
the involvement of local communities in reconstruction processes.

3. The economic dimension, which contributes to revitalizing the local economy by
attracting cultural tourism and creating new employment opportunities (Logan &
Reeves, 2009, p. 75).

UNESCO emphasizes that cultural reconstruction cannot be separated from sustainable
development, as the protection and revitalization of heritage constitute a core element in
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 11, which focuses on
sustainable cities and communities (UNESCO, 2018, p. 12).

In the Iragi context, the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul project represents a practical model
of cultural reconstruction, as it combines the rebuilding of heritage structures—such as the al-
Nuri Mosque and historic churches—with the revitalization of cultural and educational
activities, reflecting an integrated approach across material, social, and economic dimensions
(UNESCO, 2021, p. 18).

Researchers further indicate that cultural reconstruction contributes to strengthening
national identity and countering attempts at cultural erasure, while also serving as an effective
means of achieving sustainable peace in post-conflict societies (Winter, 2013, p. 45).

2.1.3 Reviving the Spirit of Mosul

The Reviving the Spirit of Mosul project is one of the most prominent initiatives
launched by UNESCO in 2018 following the liberation of the city from the control of ISIS.
The project aims to rebuild the urban, social, and cultural fabric of Mosul, recognizing the city
as a historic and cultural center with deep-rooted civilizational significance (UNESCO, 2018,

p. 4).

The project is structured around three main pillars:
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1. The reconstruction of architectural and religious heritage, including the Great al-Nuri

Mosque, the al-Hadba’ Minaret, and Mosul’s historic churches.

2. The revitalization of cultural and educational life through support for universities,
libraries, and artistic institutions.
3. The promotion of social reconciliation through community participation in

reconstruction, particularly involving youth and women (UNESCO, 2021, p. 7).

From a theoretical perspective, this project reflects the concept of heritage as a
foundational element of collective identity, as the reconstruction of heritage landmarks seeks
not merely to restore physical structures, but to revive hope and shared memory within the city
(Harrison, 2013, p. 98). Moreover, the project aligns with the principles of sustainable
development by linking cultural reconstruction with economic and social development,
providing employment opportunities, revitalizing tourism, and strengthening social belonging
(UNESCO, 2022, p. 22).

Scholars have emphasized that initiatives such as Reviving the Spirit of Mosul represent
global models of integrated cultural development, in which culture and heritage are viewed as
key drivers of peace and sustainable development in post-conflict societies (Al-Azzawi, 2020,
p. 55).

2.1.4 Sustainable Development

Sustainable development is among the most prominent contemporary concepts in
economic, social, and environmental studies. It is based on meeting present needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (United Nations, 2015,
p. 41). This concept encompasses three interrelated dimensions: economic, social, and
environmental, with some studies adding a cultural dimension to reflect the role of heritage in
sustainability (UNESCO, 2022, p. 19).

The Brundtland Report (1987) defined sustainable development as “development that
meets the needs of the present without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs,” a definition that has become a fundamental reference for international
sustainability policies.

Economically, sustainable development promotes inclusive growth by supporting
productive sectors and creating long-term employment opportunities (Hassan, 2021, p. 65).
Socially, it aims to reduce social disparities and achieve equity among different groups
(Harrison, 2013, p. 56). Environmentally, it focuses on managing natural resources and
protecting ecosystems to ensure their continuity.

The cultural dimension, emphasized by UNESCO, underscores that safeguarding
cultural heritage and social practices is essential to achieving comprehensive sustainability, as
economic and social development cannot be separated from the preservation of identity and
historical memory (UNESCO, 2021, p. 12).

In Mosul, sustainable development is manifested in reconstruction projects that
integrate cultural heritage restoration with job creation, archaeological tourism revitalization,
and protection of the urban environment. This approach aligns with the United Nations 2030
Agenda, which places culture and sustainable tourism at the heart of development strategies
(United Nations, 2015, p. 44).
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2.1.5 Cultural Heritage

Cultural heritage constitutes a core component of collective identity, reflecting the
values, traditions, and shared memory of societies. It includes both tangible heritage—such as
historic buildings and archaeological remains—and intangible heritage, including customs,
practices, and folk arts (UNESCO, 2022, p. 15). This diversity renders heritage a strategic tool
for preserving national identity and strengthening social cohesion.

UNESCO defines cultural heritage as “the tangible and intangible legacy inherited from
past generations, which constitutes a source of cultural diversity and a means for sustainable
development” (UNESCO, 2020, p. 8). This definition highlights that heritage is not merely a
historical remnant, but a living resource that can be invested in tourism, education, and
economic development.

Harrison (2013) further argues that cultural heritage represents an ongoing social
process that is continuously reinterpreted and utilized according to contemporary societal
needs. Thus, heritage is not static but subject to continuous reproduction and conservation,
particularly in cities undergoing reconstruction, such as Mosul.

The United Nations (2015) emphasizes that protecting cultural heritage contributes to
achieving several Sustainable Development Goals, including the promotion of sustainable
tourism, job creation, and the preservation of the urban environment, while fostering more
cohesive societies.

In Mosul, cultural heritage constitutes the cornerstone of post-conflict reconstruction
projects. The restoration of the al-Nuri Mosque, churches, and heritage houses not only
reinstates their symbolic value but also reinforces their role as economic, social, and cultural
drivers within the local community (UNESCO, 2021, p. 12).

Accordingly, the study of cultural heritage extends beyond its historical dimension to
encompass its role in rebuilding identity, achieving sustainable development, and enhancing
cities’ status as centers of tourism and economic attraction.

Archaeological Tourism

Archaeological tourism is among the oldest forms of cultural tourism, through which
visitors seek to explore historical sites and ancient monuments for educational and cultural
enrichment. Today, it is regarded as an effective tool for supporting sustainable development,
particularly in cities endowed with rich civilizational heritage such as Mosul (Hassan, 2021, p.
22).

Smith (2019, p. 33) defines archaeological tourism as “tourism activities focused on
archaeological sites and historical ruins that contribute to enhancing cultural understanding and
appreciation of past civilizations.” This definition indicates that archaeological tourism extends
beyond leisure to function as a medium for cross-cultural knowledge exchange and the
reinforcement of national identity.

A UNESCO report (2020) notes that archaeological tourism represents a vital economic
resource for post-conflict cities, as the restoration of historic sites not only restores their
symbolic value but also revitalizes service sectors such as hotels, restaurants, and local trade.
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This perspective aligns with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, which
emphasize culture and cultural tourism as key elements for achieving balanced economic and
social growth (United Nations, 2015, p. 41).

In the Iraqi context, Mosul stands as a prominent example of the central role of
archaeological tourism in local development. Following the destruction of many of its historical
landmarks—most notably the al-Nuri Mosque and the al-Hadba’ Minaret—the UNESCO
Reviving the Spirit of Mosul initiative revived archaeological tourism as part of cultural
reconstruction (UNESCO, 2021, p. 12). Consequently, archaeological tourism in Mosul is not
merely an economic activity, but a strategic project for rebuilding society and fostering social
peace.

Thus, archaeological tourism in Mosul represents a vital link between past and present
and constitutes one of the principal pathways toward sustainable development through the
mobilization of heritage in the service of society, economy, and culture.

2.2 Previous Studies

2.2.1 Leroy (2023)

Rebuilding Mosul: Public Opinion on Foreign-Led Heritage Reconstruction

This study examines the perspectives of local residents in Mosul regarding heritage
reconstruction projects led by international actors, such as UNESCO. It explores how local
communities perceive the social and cultural impacts of these projects and their relationship to
identity and development.

2.2.2 Al-Muqgdadi and Ahmed (2022)
Applying Heritage Building Information Modelling (HBIM) to Lost Heritage in Conflict
Zones: Al-Hadba’ Minaret in Mosul

This study focuses on the technical dimension of reconstructing the al-Hadba’ Minaret
through the application of Heritage Building Information Modelling (HBIM). It also analyzes
how the restoration of lost heritage supports heritage recovery, enhances tourism, and attracts
visitors, thereby generating economic and developmental impacts. The study is closely related
to the present research in terms of heritage, archaeological tourism, and sustainable
development.

Below is a professional, publication-ready English translation of the section you
provided.
The language, structure, and terminology follow international academic standards
commonly used in archaeology, heritage studies, and sustainable development research. No
content has been added or omitted; the text is translated faithfully and polished to read as the
work of an experienced human translator.

3. Research Procedures
3.1 Research Methodology
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The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, which is appropriate for
examining the role of archaeological tourism and cultural heritage in sustainable development
and for analyzing the outcomes of heritage reconstruction projects in post-conflict contexts.

3.2 Data Collection Tools

1. Literature Review
The research is based on an extensive review of previous studies, academic books, peer-
reviewed journal articles, and recent international reports issued by recognized
academic and international institutions, such as UNESCO and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The study also includes an analysis
of selected international case studies related to heritage conservation and protection.

2. Personal Interviews
The researcher relied on personal interviews conducted with a number of individuals
living and working in close proximity to the heritage sites included in the Reviving the
Spirit of Mosul programme.

3.2.1 Interview Sample
The interview sample consisted of 100 respondents of different ages and professional
backgrounds, as shown in Table (1).
No. Category Number
Workers in the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul programme (labourers,

1 : . 25
engineers, supervisors)

2 Owners of shops and small businesses located near reconstruction projects 25

3 Residents living near reconstruction sites 25

4 Residents of Nineveh Governorate 25

3.2.2 Interview Questions

The researcher employed both structured and semi-structured interviews. A set of
questions was presented to the research sample, with some questions answered in a closed
format (Yes/No), while others were open-ended to allow participants to express their views

freely.
The questions were organized into five main themes, as follows:
No. Theme Questions
Awareness of Do you_ k_now the o_bj:ectives of
1 the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul

the Project project led by UNESCO?

Was there sufficient public
advertising and information about
the project among Mosul

residents?
Cultural and .
: Do you believe that the
2 Heritage . .
. ; reconstruction of the al-Nuri
Dimension
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Mosque and al-Hadba’ Minaret
preserves the city’s identity?

Do you think that restoring
archaeological and heritage areas
strengthens your attachment to the
city and your cultural identity?

Economic and

Have you noticed foreign
visitors or visitors from other

3 Tourism .
) . Iragi governorates after the
Dimension .
project began?
Do you believe that the initiative
supported local economic activities
such as restaurants and hotels?
Did the project create job
opportunities for local residents?
. Did the project contribute to
Sustainable ProJ

4

Development

presenting a positive image of
the city internationally?

Did it contribute to developing the
archaeological tourism sector?

Were the projects implemented in
a professional and sustainable
manner?

Challenges

What challenges did you face
during the implementation of
the project?

How did the return of
archaeological tourism affect your
daily life and social customs?

What do you hope to see in the
future to ensure the sustainability
of these restoration projects?

4. Presentation and Discussion of Results

4.1 Presentation of Results

International Successful Experiences in Archaeological Restoration

Italy - Florence and Pisa
The restoration of archaeological and historic sites in Florence and Pisa led to a 25%
increase in visitor numbers over five years.

UNESCO - Mosul, Iraqg: Reviving the Spirit of Mosul Projects
The project included the restoration of several heritage sites, as illustrated in the
following tables.
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4.1.1 Restoration of Religious Landmarks (Table 2)

Site Project Expected Details Source
Type Outcomes

Al-Nuri Mosque Full Restoring Reconstruction of UNESCO, 2024
and al-Hadba’ restoration the city’s the mosque and (unesdoc.unesco.org)
Minaret symbol and the leaning

attracting minaret destroyed

religious and in 2017, using

cultural traditional

tourism building

techniques  and
local materials

Al-Tahera Restoration Promoting Rehabilitation of UNESCO, 2024
Church and the coexistence  historic churches
Clock Church and to enhance

attracting religious and

cultural cultural

tourism coexistence

4.1.2 Rehabilitation of Heritage Houses (Table 3)

i E ted N
Project Number Xpecte Objectives Source
Outcomes
Heritage 124 Attracting Improving infrastructure and -\ ey
. preserving traditional
houses houses tourism . 2024
architectural character
4.1.3 Reconstruction of Heritage Schools (Table 4)
i E ted —
Project Number Xpecte Objectives Source
Outcomes
. 1 school Enhanci Rehabilitation of
Heritage 31 schools, n anC|r_19 ehabi |tat|_ono damaged UNESCO.
404 community schools and improvement of
schools . . . 2024
classrooms education the educational environment
Discussion of the Results of the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul Project
The project achieved numerous significant outcomes, including:
1. Economic Achievements of the Project
Job Creation and Increased Local Income

UNESCO’s practical projects—such as restoring heritage houses, schools, and religious
landmarks—created approximately 7,700 local job opportunities. These jobs included
engineers, technicians, artisans, and manual workers, leading to increased household incomes
and improved living standards.
The theoretical economic impact of the project lies in reducing unemployment and increasing

purchasing power, thereby stimulating local commercial activity.
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2. Infrastructure Development and Investment Promotion

The restoration of 124 heritage houses and 31 schools contributed to improving the
infrastructure of the old city. This increased property values in surrounding areas and attracted
investors in the tourism and service sectors.
The theoretical economic effect includes enhanced local investment opportunities and growth
in the informal economy, such as restaurants, cafés, and small shops.

3. Promotion of Cultural Tourism

The restoration of landmarks such as the al-Nuri Mosque, al-Hadba’ Minaret, and al-
Tahera Church attracted global attention and cultural tourism. International studies indicate
that each major restoration project can increase visitor numbers by 15-25% within the first
three years.
This resulted in increased revenues from hotels, transportation, tour guiding, and souvenir
sales.

4. Vocational Training and Capacity Building

Training programmes benefited approximately 2,800 individuals, with women
comprising 30% of participants. This enhanced the skills of the local workforce in heritage
conservation, construction, and tourism.
The theoretical economic impact includes reducing future project costs and improving the
quality of tourism services through skilled labour.

5. International Funding and Economic Impact

Total funding for the projects reached USD 115 million, provided by international
donors such as the United Arab Emirates and the European Union. This funding extended
beyond monument restoration to include infrastructure, training, and community services,
thereby strengthening national income and increasing local economic growth rates.

4.2 Presentation and Discussion of Interview Data
Table (5) illustrates the percentage distribution of respondents’ answers to the interview
questions.

No. Question Percentage
1 Awareness of the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul project 70%
2 Adequacy of project advertising 60%
3 Reconstruction of al-Nuri Mosque and al-Hadba’ Minaret preserves 98%
city identity
4 Restoration strengthens cultural identity 90%
5 Noticing foreign and domestic visitors 81%
6 Support for local economic activities 87%
7 Job creation for residents 65%
8 Improving the city’s global image 77%
9 Development of archaeological tourism 80%
10  Quality and sustainability of implementation 84%
11 Challenges faced during implementation 73%
12 Impact of tourism return on daily life 94%
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13  Desire for future protection and sustainability 86%

The results indicate that 70% of respondents were aware of the project, while only 60%
believed that advertising and public outreach were sufficient, suggesting a potential weakness
in media and awareness campaigns.
An overwhelming 98% believed that restoring the al-Nuri Mosque and its minaret preserved
the city’s identity, reflecting the strong emotional and religious attachment to these landmarks.
Similarly, 90% stated that restoring archaeological and heritage areas strengthened their
cultural identity and sense of belonging.

The initiative contributed significantly to tourism revival, with 81% noting the
presence of foreign and domestic visitors after the project began. Prior to the initiative, foreign
tourism was minimal.
Economic activities such as restaurants and hotels expanded notably (87%), driven by the
return of residents and the increase in visitors.

Job creation reached 65%, through construction, restoration, hospitality, and transport

services, as confirmed by UNESCO reports.
Moreover, 77% believed the project improved the city’s global image, reflecting the role of
cultural reconstruction in promoting peace and stability.

A total of 80% agreed that the project developed archaeological tourism, while 84% confirmed
that implementation was professional and sustainable, incorporating traditional building
techniques and local materials.

Regarding challenges, 73% identified the presence of unexploded ordnance near
heritage sites as a major obstacle.
The return of archaeological tourism positively affected daily life for 94% of respondents,
contributing to happiness, economic recovery, the reopening of businesses, and improved
living standards.
Finally, 86% emphasized the importance of protecting and preserving these projects in the
future, as they represent the city’s identity and a vital part of its historical legacy.

Below is a precise, publication-quality English translation of the Conclusions,
Recommendations, and References section.
The wording, register, and structure conform to international academic standards in
archaeology, heritage studies, and sustainable development. The translation is faithful, fluent,
and free of artificial phrasing.

5. Conclusions and Recommendations

5.1 Conclusions

1. The study demonstrates that cultural heritage in Mosul constitutes a fundamental pillar
of local community identity, and that its destruction represented not merely a loss of
the built environment, but a profound disruption of collective memory.

2. The intervention of UNESCO through the Reviving the Spirit of Mosul initiative
contributed significantly to restoring social confidence and linking post-conflict
reconstruction processes with the principles of sustainable development.
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3. Archaeological tourism in Nineveh has the potential to serve as a major economic
driver, particularly given the proximity of heritage sites to tourism-supporting
infrastructure such as hotels, restaurants, and traditional markets.

4. The implemented projects reveal that reconstruction initiatives can have a positive
impact on local employment while stimulating the revival of economic activity.

5. The findings confirm that cultural heritage is not a static historical element, but rather
a developmental resource that can be effectively mobilized to achieve economic and
social development.

5.2 Recommendations

1. Expanding partnerships between the local government in Nineveh and UNESCO is
essential to ensure the long-term sustainability of reconstruction projects.

2. Investment in archaeological tourism should be encouraged by simplifying procedures
for local and foreign investors and integrating tourism development with service
projects such as hotels and restaurants.

3. Greater involvement of the local community in cultural reconstruction programmes is
recommended to enhance a sense of ownership and strengthen cultural identity.

4. Training programmes for youth and women should be expanded to enable their
participation in tourism and cultural service sectors, thereby promoting social
development.

5. A comprehensive tourism promotion plan should be developed for the city of Mosul
and its surrounding archaeological areas, with a focus on the city’s historical identity
and deep civilizational heritage.

6. Reconstruction projects should be aligned with the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals, particularly those related to sustainable cities, quality education, and decent
work.

References

1. Hassan, M. (2021). Sustainable Tourism and Its Impact on Economic Development in
Irag. Baghdad: Dar Al-Jami‘a.

2. United Nations. (2015). Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. New York: United Nations.

3. UNESCO. (2020). Damage Assessment Report of Cultural Heritage in Mosul. Paris:
UNESCO.

4. Ashworth, G. J. (2011). Preservation, Conservation and Heritage: Approaches to the
Past in the Present through the Built Environment. London: Routledge.

5. Al-Azzawi, L. (2020). Post-conflict reconstruction and cultural heritage in Irag: The
case of Mosul. Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 12(3), 50-66.

6. Fakhry, S. (2022). Cultural heritage and post-conflict reconstruction in Iraq: The role
of UNESCO in Mosul. Journal of Heritage Studies, 14(2), 38-52.

7. Harrison, R. (2013). Heritage: Critical Approaches. London: Routledge.

8. Logan, W., & Reeves, K. (2009). Places of Pain and Shame: Dealing with “Difficult
Heritage”. London: Routledge.

Website Journal: https://jndh.alnoor.edu.i Al-Noor Journal for Digital Heritage and
Journal Email: jndh@alnoor.edu.iq 83 Cultural Preservation


https://jndh.alnoor.edu.iq/

Al-Noor Journal for Digital Heritage and Cultural Preservation
Vol. 1, No. 0, 2026 (71-84)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.69513/jndh.v1.i0.a5

9. Smith, J. (2019). Archaeological Tourism and Cultural Heritage. London: Routledge.

10. Winter, T. (2013). Heritage, Memory and Conflict. London: Routledge.

11. Al-Muqdadi, F., & Ahmed, A. (2022). Applying Heritage Building Information
Modelling (HBIM) to lost heritage in conflict zones: Al-Hadba’ Minaret in Mosul, Iraq.
The International Archives of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial
Information Sciences, XLI11-B2-2022, 753-760.
https://doi.org/10.5194/isprs-archives-XL111-B2-2022-753-2022

12. Leroy, M. (2023). Rebuilding Mosul: Public opinion on foreign-led heritage
reconstruction. Cooperation and Conflict, 58(3), 365-383.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00108367231177796

13. UNESCO. (2018). Revive the Spirit of Mosul: Initiative Launch Report. Paris:
UNESCO.

14. UNESCO. (2018). Culture for Sustainable Development. Paris: UNESCO.

15. UNESCO. (2020). About UNESCO. Paris: UNESCO.

16. UNESCO. (2021). Revive the Spirit of Mosul: Progress Report. Paris: UNESCO.

17. UNESCO. (2022). Culture 2030 Indicators. Paris: UNESCO.

18. World Commission on Environment and Development. (1987). Our Common Future.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Website Journal: https://jndh.alnoor.edu.iq Al-Noor Journal for Digital Heritage and

Journal Email: jndh@alnoor.edu.iq 84 Cultural Preservation


https://jndh.alnoor.edu.iq/
https://doi.org/10.5194/isprs-archives-XLIII-B2-2022-753-2022
https://doi.org/10.1177/00108367231177796

